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TO  THE 
RIGHT  HONORABLE 
JOHN  LORD  VISCOUNT  CLONMEL, 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  IRELAND. 


MY  LORD, 

THE  propriety  of  addreffing  the 
fubfequent  Remarks  on  Medical  Ju- 
rifprudence  to  you,  appeared  obvious 
— and  I  am  convinced,  if  they  are 
deemed  important  by  your  Lordfhip, 
will  not  be  confidered  as  intrulive. 

To  point  out  how  far  in  cafes  of 
fuppoied  murder  anatomical  infpec- 
tion  can  afcertain  the  caufe  of  death; 
— to  direct  young  furgeons  in  the 
more  material  proeeifcs  of  fueh  en- 
quiry, and  to  enable  them  to  ciiiiin- 
guilh  the  effe6h  of  injuries^from  thofo 
fpontaneous  changes  dead  bodies  ne- 
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ceffarily  undergo; — and  to  excite 
fome  attention  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
medical  jurifprudence  in  this  coun- 
try, are  the  principal  objects  of  this 
publicatiori. 

If  to  be  arraigned  for  murder , 
ftrikes  the  moft  hardened  villain 
with  horror,  what  muft  the  innocent 
culprit  fuffer  ?- — who,  profecuted 
perhaps  through  malignity,  and  im- 
peached through  ignorance,  finds  his 
convi6lion  from  miftaken  prejudice^ 
become  a  public  wifh. 

Howr  often  in  thofe  cafes  do  we 
find  a  flight  hint  clear  up  a  doubt 
that  might  otherwife  have  the  moft 
fatal  tendency  ? — And  it  is  in  thofe 
moments  of  terror  and  fufpence,  that 
a  difcri  riinating  and  humane  Judge 
may,  by  prefenting  the  cafe  in  a  pro- 
per point  of  vie  w  to  the  Jury,  refcue 
the  unfortunate  accufed  from  an  im- 
pending 
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pending  ignominious  death— -where 
the  lofs  of  life  may  be  confidered  as 
the  lefler  forfeit. 

It  has  been  frequently  regretted, 
that,  in  the  exertion  of  great  profef- 
lional  talents,  the  milder  virtues  feem 
fufpended.  In  your  Lordlhip's  offi- 
cial capacity,  this  never  can  happen ; 
for  while  you  decide  as  a  lawyer^ 
you  always  feel  as  a  man. 

I  am, 

MY  LORD, 

with  great  Refpedl, 
your  humble  Servant, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


REMARKS 


ON 


MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 


HERE  are  three  important  cales  in 
which  Surgeons  are  particularly  called  up- 
on to  afcertain  by  diffe&ion  the  caufe  of 
death.  Firft,  where  external  injury  has  been 
Juffered.  Secondly,  where  it  is  fufpe6ted 
poifbn  has  been  adminiftered.  Thirdly;, 
where  a  woman  is  accufed  of  "having  mur- 
dered her  child.  Thele  are acd  'ions  whica 
require  in  the  furgeona  pra6tic<- 1  knowledge 
of  anatomy,  without  which  he  can  never  ac- 
curately diftinguifh  appearances  that  may 
arife  from  injury  or  difeale,  ixom  thofe 
Ipontaneous  changes  all de:  dbt  ie  necefia- 
rily  undergo.  A  good  pratlical  aoatomiit  is 
rare  ambng  furgeons,  even  in  a  great  city, 
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and  feldom  or  never  to  be  met  with  in  the 
country ;  from  this  defeft  many  dreadful 
miftakeshave  been  committed,  to  the  fcan- 
dal  of  the  profeffion,  arid  irretrievable  in- 
jury of  the  perlbn  accufed. 

Th  ere  are  no  fituations  in  which  the  ge- 
neral malignity  of  popular  clamour  is  more 
confpicuous  than  in  thofe  of  fuppoled  mur- 
der: no  fooner  is  a  perfon  fufpe&ed,  than 
the  rumour  of  it  rapidly  fpreads,  and  as  it 
flies  exaggerates  every  circumftance  that 
may  tend  to  criminate  the  unhappy  culprit. 
To  young  praftitioners  thole  are  efteemed 
favourable  occafions  for  difplaying  their 
medical  difcrimination  and  attrafting  pub- 
lic attention :  Opinions  are  haftily  promul- 
gated, generally  contradi&ory,  often  ab- 
furd,  and  frequently  grounded  on  fuppo- 
fitious  fa  fits.    The  confequence  is,  that  the 
accufed  is  publickly  condemned  before  he 
is  juridically  tried,  and  falls  at  laft,  per- 
haps an  innocent  vifitim  to  popular  preju- 
dice. I  have  on  many  occafionsbeen  prefent 
at  inquefts  where  the  attending  furgeon, 
unufed  to  dilfefition,  did  not  even  know  the 
method  of  expoiing  to  view  the  different 
cavities  of  the  body ;  and  it  may  readily 
be  conceh  ed  how  little  capable  he  mull 
have  been  to  decide  on  fo  important  a  point. 

Yet 
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Yet  in  thofe  cafes  the  furgeon,when  called 
on,  has  no  alternative ;  he  muft  either  avow 
his  ignorance,  or  deliver  his  opinion ;  and  in 
the  ftruggle  between  eonfcience  and  pride, 
I  very  much  fear  the  former  is  often  lacri- 
ficed  to  the  latter. 

There  is  not  (I  will  affirm)  on  record  a 
more  melancholy  and  ftriking  inltance  of 
the  unhappy  effe&s  of  popular  prejudice, 
and  the  fatal  conlequences  of  medical  igno- 
rance than  the  cafe  of  Captain  Donnellan, 
who  was  executed  in  England  abaut  ten 
years  ago,  for  the  rnurder  of  Sir  Theodo- 
fius  Boughton:  It  appear^  that  eight  or 
nine  days  after  Sir  Theodofius  was  buried, 
alurgeon  had  the  body  railed,  although  it 
was  in  the  month  of  June,  and  proceeded 
to  the  difle&ion,  notwithftanding  a  phyfi- 
cian  and  another  furgeon  prelent  declared 
that,  from  the  putrid  ttate  of  the  body,  no 
information  could  be  obtained  on  whicli  any 
opinion  could  be  grounded  refpefting  the 
caufe  of  death ;  and  that  fuch  an  invefti- 
gation  was  even  attended  with  much  per- 
sonal danger  :  yet  regardlefs  of  this  joint 
opinion  and  advice,  the  firlt  furgeon  pro- 
ceeded in  thediife&ion,  faying,  that  to  him 
fuch  a  fubjeft  was  rather  a  pofy ;  and  de- 
cidedly gave  his  opinion,  that  Sir  Theo- 
dofius died  of  poilbn,  nor  could  the  tefti- 
B  2  monv 
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mony  of  the  celebrated  John  Hunter,  who 
fwore  that  it  was  impoflible  to  inveftigate 
the  caufe  of  death  in  fuch  a  ft  ate  of  gene- 
ral putref  ftjon,  do  away  the  impreflion  of 
the  firft  evidence,  on  either  the  mind  of 
the  Judge  *  or  Jury ;  for  the  firft,  in  his 
charge,  oppofes  to  the  opinion  of  Hunter, 
which  he  fays,  he  can  call  but  a  doubt,  the 
politive  declaration  of  the  firft  furgeon  who 
opened  the  body  and  of  fome  phyficiaps, 
that  the  decealed  died  of  poifon.  Now 
Hunter's  opinion  was  pofitive  as  to  the 
phylical  impoffibility  of  deciding  on  the 
cadfe  of  death,  and  only  doubtful  when 
interrogated  as  to  the  adminiftration  pf 
poifon.  In  this  country  a  cafe  not  long 
iince  happened,  where  the  medical  men 
concerned  decided  that  a  man  died  of  poi- 
ibn ;  and  I  have  very  good  reafpn  to  believe 
his  death  happened  in  confequence  of  a 
rupture.— The  unfortunate  accufed  in  both 
cafes  were  convi&ed,  and  fuffered  an  igno- 
minious deaths  for  crimes  they,  both,  at 
their  clying  moments,  in  the  moft  fplemn 
manner  denied*. 

Jtfo  ftronger  inftances  can  be  adduced  of 
the  fatal  and  melancholy  effefts  of  pppular 

*  The  judge  is  always  confidered  as  the  advocate  of  the 
prifoner ; — in  Capt.  Donnellan's  cafe  he  feems  to  have  acted 
as  lawyer  for  the  crown. 

prejudice 
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prejudice  when  joined  with  medical  igno- 
rance. From  this  it  appears  how  neceffary 
it  is  for  furgeons  to  avail  themfelves  of 
every  opportunity  that  may  tend  to  im- 
prove them  in  pra&ical  anatomy,  by  which 
they  will  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  na- 
tural appearance  of  the  contents  of  the  dif- 
ferent cavities,  and  when  called  on,  be  able 
to  difcriminate  with  accuracy  between  a 
lound  and  difeafed  ftate  of  the  parts,  and 
not  miftake  thole  changes  which  take  place 
after  death  for  morbid  appearances,  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  I  have  known  fometimes  to 
have  happened  to  experienced  furgeons  not 
ufed  todiffe&ion. 

When  it  is  neceffary  to  inlpefit  a  body,  in 
order  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of  death,  the 
fooner  after  death  the  infpe&ion  takes  place 
the  more  accurate  the  inveftigation  will 
prove.  As  thofe  remarks  are  particularly 
addreffed  to  the  younger  part  of  the  pro- 
feflion,  it  is  neceffary  to  point  out  the  molt 
material  circumltances  that  fhould  be  at- 
tended to  in  the  general  order  of  the  dif. 
fe&ion. 

The  firft  objeft  of  enquiry  fhould  be  in- 
to the  principal  circumltances  that  attend- 
ed, and  have  been  deemed  to  have  ccc  ii- 
oned  the  perfon's  death  ;  for  thofe,  when 

known, 
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known,  \yill  direft  the  liirgeon's  attention 
in  opening  the  body,  to  many  important 
points  that  otherwife  might  poflibly  (in 
the  hurry  of  diffection)  efcape  him.  Fully 
informed  as  to  all  thole  circumftances,  the 
body  fhould  be  cleaned  and  placed  on  a  ta- 
ble, in  clear  day-light;  candle-light,  for 
obvious  reafons,  is  extremely  improper  on 
fuch  occalions.  The  external  appearances 
fhould  be  firft  carefully  examined,  and  we 
fhould  diftinguifh  between  thole  bloody 
fuffufions  and  putrid  diftenfions  which  al- 
ways rapidly  take  place  after  ludden  death, 
in  full  habits,  from  thofe  that  may  arile 
from  contufion  or  dileafe.  Thole  are  cir- 
cumftances that  require  the  utmoft  caution 
in  the  furgeon,  for  people  not  ufed  to  in- 
ipeft  dead  bodies  are  very  apt  to  be  ftruck 
by  fuch  appearances,  and  inftantly  decide 
that  theperfon's  death  was  caufed  by  fome 
injury.  After  a  careful  examination  of 
the  external  furface  of  the  body,  we  begin 
to  open  the  different  cavities,  but  firft  the 
one  in  which  we  may  expeft  to  find  the 
caufe  of  death;  if  it  proceeded  from  exter- 
nal injury,  we  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  where  to 
begin;  but  if  from  poifon,  the  ftate  of  the 
alimentary  canal  fhould  be  our  principal 
objeft. 


And 
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And  here  I  muft  requeft  the  young  prac- 
titioner ftudioufly  to  avoid  all  unfeafon- 
able  levity,  or  making  any  remarks  on  the 
cafe  as  he  proceeds  in  the  diife&ion,  for  the 
attendants  are  attentive  and  will  recolleft; 
and  I  have  known  fome  inftances  where 
the  occafional  remarks  of  the  liirgeon  and 
his  ultimate  decifion  did  not  correlpond. 

The  three  great  cavities  are  thole  we  ge- 
nerally expble.  I  will  begin  with  the  head. 

I  need  not  remind  the  young  lurgeon, 
that  before  he  proceeds  to  open  the  head, 
he  fhould  have  it  clean  fliaved.  In  fhort,  I 
cannot  too  ftrongly  recommend  in  dilfe&i- 
on,  the  utmott  attention  t6  cleanlinefs,  and 
a  decorum  that  fhould  prohibit  the  ex- 
pofing  unnecelfarily  any  parts  that  may 
hurt  the  feelings  of  the  lookers  on,  or  calt 
an  injurious  reflection  on  thole  of  the  pro- 
feffion. 

The  Icalp  ought  to  be  firft  carefully  ex- 
amined. If  there  appears  any  contufion, 
wound,  or  fpontaneous  feparation  of  the 
pericranium  from  the  ikull,  the  extent  of 
thole  different  injuries  fhould  attentively 
be  traced.  We  fhould  next  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  cranium,  and  let  the  young  ope- 
rator be  careful  not  to  fall  into  the  error  of 

Hippocrates, 
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Hippocrates,  who  miftook  a  future  or  na- 
tural fulcus  for  a  fra6ture,  all  injuries  of 
the  bone  fhould  be  traced  and  carefully 
attended  to.  The  upper  part  of  the  crani- 
um being  removed,  the  dura  mater  becomes 
expoled:  this  membrane  in  Its  natural 
ftate  haB  a  firm,  vafcular,  and  filamentous 
connexion  to  the  whole  infide  of  the  ikull3 
its  detachment  therefore  in  any  part  muft 
be  the  effe6t  of  violence  or  confequence  of 
difeafe.    In  large  extenfive  fractures  and 
depreffions  where,  death  has  fuddenly  fol- 
lowed, we  frequently  find  a  confiderable 
detachment  of  the  dura  mater  under  the 
part  injured,  and  more  or  lefs  extravafated 
blood  on  its  furface;  in  other  injuries  of 
the  cranium,  it  becomes  fubfequently  de- 
tached by  inflaming  and  fuppurating*  but 
let  me  caution  the  furgeon  to  proceed  far- 
ther in  his  difleftioh,  before  he  pronounces 
on  the  caufe  of  death*  Before  we  have  done 
with  the  dura  mater,  the  ftate  of  the  finufes 
fhould  be  remarked,  as  they  are  frequently 
found  .in  many  injuries  of  the  brain  unna- 
turally difte&ded  with  blood.    We  ftiould 
then  expofe  the  pia  mater  to  view  ;  it  is  a 
vafcular  web,  and  the  connecting  medium 
between  the  various  velfels  that  pervade 
the  brain.  When  death  is  the  confequence 
of  concuflions  of  the  brain  or  injuries  of 
r he  cranium,  we  will  find  the  caufe  of  death 

either 
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either  in  extravafation,  fuppuration,  or  a  ge- 
neral collapfion  of  the  brain,  fo  that  it  does 
not  fill  the  cavity  of  the  cranium.  If  death 
immediately  fucceeds  the  injury,  we  muft 
look  forextravafation  either  on  the  furfaces 
of  the  pia  mater,  corpus  callofum,  in  the 
ventricles  or  about  the  bafis  of  the  brain;  for 
all  fhocks  which  the  head  receives  are  readily 
communicated  to  the  pia  mater,  and  either 
produce  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  circu- 
lation through  it  (as  happens  when  a  man  is 
knocked  down  or  flunned)  or  elfe  fome  of 
the  fine  veffels  are  ruptured,  and  a  fatal  ex- 
travafation  of  blood  enfues.  In  the  various 
injuries  of  the  cranium  which  after  fome 
time  caufe  death,  we  always  find  the  fuppu- 
ration formed  in  the  pia  mater  -9  for  the  effect 
of  all  concuffions  are  inftantaneoufly  propa- 
gated throughout  this  vafcular  memhnnej 
and  although  a  rupture  of  fome  of  the  finer 
veffels  may  not  be  produced,  flill  the  tempo- 
rary derangement  in  the  general  circulation 
through  the  brain,  particularly  when  com- 
bined with  local  injury,  muft  ever  be  looked 
on  as  a  ftrong  exciting  caufe  to  future  in- 
flammation and  fuppuration;  and  this  is. 
every  day  confirmed  by  experience:  for  in 
more  than  five-and-twenty  years  extensive 
practice,  in  which  time  I  have  opened  more 
heads  than,  I  believe,  moll  other  practiti- 
C  oners, 
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cners,  1  never,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  found 
the  contrary. 

Should  our  infpeclion have  for  its  object 
the  afcertaining  the  caufe  of  difeafe,  our  en- 
quiry muft  be  directed  by  the  leading  fymp- 
toms  that  attended  it ;  apoplexy  or  hydro- 
cephalus are  the  two  moft  frequent  occafions 
for  fuch  examination :  in  the  firft  extra  vafa- 
tions  of  blood  are  frequently  found  in  the 
ventricles  from  a  rupture  of  fome  of  the  vef- 
fels  in  the  plexus  choroides,  or  in  the  folds 
of  the  pia  mater;  in  the  fecond,  we  fhould 
take  care  not  to  miftake  the  water,  that  is 
generally  found  in  the  ventricles,  for  a  mor- 
bid accumulation. 

As  to  other  difeafed  appearances  that  may 
occur  in  difte&ions  of  the  brain,  fuch  as  ftea- 
toma  and  fungous  tumors  of  the  dura  mater, 
thofe  enquiries  do  not  admit  of  any  particu- 
lar direction. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  thorax  -y  and,  firft,  we  fhould  carefully 
examine  any  wound  that  may  externally  ap- 
pear, and  trace  its  trajecl :  Obferve  whether 
the  ribs,  fternum,  or  dorfal  vertebrae,  be 
fraclured.  After  this  is  done,  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax  fhould  be  expofed*  We  fhould  ex- 
amine 
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amine  the  different  cavities,  right  and  left, 
the  duplicature  of  the  pleura  or  mediaftinum, 
the  pericardium,  and  fee  whether  there  be 
extravafation  of  blood,  water  or  matter,  in 
any  of  thofe  different  cavities.  We  fhould 
obferve  whether  the  lungs  fill  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax,  or  are  in  a  collapfed  flate,  and 
perhaps  wounded :  it  is  often  difficult  to  trace 
a  wound  through  the  lungs.  I  have  more 
than  once  been  embarraffed  on  fuch  occafi- 
ons,  and  but  for  the  extravafation  in  the  ca- 
vities would  have  found  it  difficult  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  fword  paffed  through  the 
lungs  or  heart,  for  by  the  collapfion  of  the 
parts  thetrajed  of  the  wound  became  effaced. 
Our  next  objed  fhould  be  to  examine  whe- 
ther the  lungs  are  inflamed,  gangrened,  tu- 
bercular, or  any  part  of  them  in  a  ftate  of 
fuppuration  :  on  thofe  points  we  may  decide 
from  their  appearance,  weight  and  denfity, 
or  by  cutting  into  them,  the  large  blood- vef- 
fels,  and  the  thoracic  dud  fhould  next  bein- 
fpeded;  and  we  fhould  carefully  look  whe- 
ther aneurifm,  polypi,  or  wound  has  taken 
place  in  them.  Having  fatisfied  ourfelves 
as  to  thofe  different  points,  we  proceed  to 
open  the  abdomen. 

The  external  appearances  as  to  wounds, 
contufions  and  fradures  of  the  vertebrae, 

C  2  fhould 
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fhould  be  firft  enquired  after;  then  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  abdomen,  where  ruptures 
ufually  appear,  fhould  be  carefully  examined. 
In  cafes  of  fufpeded  poifon,  great  attention 
fhould  be  paid  to  this  enquiry,  for  thefymp- 
toms  of  a  rupture  under  thecircumftances  of 
ftriclure  may,  by  the  ignorant,  be  imputed  to 
the  adminiftration  of  poifon,  as,  in  both 
cafes,  the  patients  are  harraffed  with  incef- 
fant  vomitings,  Gfc.  Satisfied  as  to  all  thofe 
points,  we  proceed  to  expofe  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  and  examine  if  it  contains  ex- 
travafations  of  water,  matter  or  blood :  the 
firft  will  be  at  once  obvious  y  the  fecond  may- 
be in  the  cellular  membrane  that  envelopes 
thepfoas  mufcles,  or  lines  the  pelvis.  Blood 
will  generally  defcend  and  be  found  about 
Poupart's  ligament.    The  different  vifcera 
next  (hould  be  accurately  infpeSed,  left 
any  of  them  fhould  be  wounded,  or  in  a  dif- 
eafed  ftate.    I  need  not  furely  remark,  that 
the  urinary  palfages,  and  organs  of  genera- 
tion lie  outfide  the  abdomen ;  and  if  there 
appears  any  neceffity  for  it,  they  may  be  fe- 
parately  examined, 

We  next  proceed  to  open  the  alimentary 
canal  ;  and  abftracled  from  wounds,  our  en- 
quiry will  be  directed  in  general  toafcertain 
whether  poifon  had  been  adminillered  y  this 

we 
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we  do  by  an  accurate  examination  of  the 
ftomach  and  inteftinal  canal,  and  a  che- 
mical analyfis  of  their  contents;  but  it  will 
be  firft  necelfary  minutely  to  enquire  into 
the  leading  circumltances  and  fymptoms 
that  preceded  the  perfon's  death.  Poilbn 
is  a  very  relative  term.  It  is  an  old  adage, 
that  what  is  one  man's  meat  is  another 
man's  poifon.  It  depends  not  only  on  the 
quality,  but  the  quantity,  of  the  lubftance 
given,  and  its  activity  on  the  vehicle  in 
which  it  is  mixed  or  fufpended.  There  are 
but  few  poifons  that  have  not  been  medi- 
cinally adminiftered  from  time  to  time, 
without  producing  any  dangerous  com- 
plaints ;  nay,  Morgagni  affirms  that  moun- 
tebanks have  been  known  to  fwallow  arfenic 
rolled  up  in  fuet,  or  lard,  and  retain  it  for 
fome  time  in  their  ftomachs ;  then  vomit 
it  up,  without  fubftaining  the  leaft  injury. 

Although  it  is  difficult  to  define  poifon 
medically,  yet  mankind  judge  rationally, 
and  confider  that  as  poifon,  which  given  in 
a  certain  quantity,  induces  fiidden  death, 
and  which  is  adminiftered  in  luch  quantity 
for  fuch  purpofe. 

Poison  may  be  drawn  from  the  mineral, 
vegetable,  and  animal  kingdoms.  The  two 

firft 
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firft  will  form  the  only  objects  of  our  pre- 
fent  enquiry,  being  the  fubftances  ufually 
given  for  the  purpole  of  pcifbning.  Of  the 
mineral  poifons  arienic  is  moft  frequently 
adminiilered;  the  acfion  of  all  mineral  poi- 
fons is  immediately  on  the  ftomach  ;  which 
it  throws  into  violent  fpafms,  induces  in- 
ceflant  vomiting,  pain,  hiccough,  diltention 
of  the  abdomen,  and  in  ibme  cafes  which 
I  have  feen,  it  appeared  as  if  drawn  in  to- 
wards the  back,  frequent  deliquium,  cold 
fweats,  convuHions  and  death;  the  body 
turns  luddenly  putrid,  becomes  horridly 
inflated;  the  head,  tongue,  fauces,  mon- 
ftroufly  fwelled  and  black;  the  whole  car- 
cafe  emits  the  molt  putrid  itench,  and  the 
icarf-lkin  peels  off  on  touching  it.  On  view- 
ing the  ftomach,  it  appears  inflated,  often 
inflamed  with  gangrenous  fpots,  or  rather 
fuffuiions,  here  and  there  fpread  over  its 
furface,  and  the  blood  velfels  diftended. 
When  opened,  the  villous  coat  has  all  the 
appearance  of  having  fuffered  great  inflam- 
mation :  often  an  efchar  is  obferved,  en- 
circled by  an  inflammatory  ring:  this  has 
been  deemed  characteriftic  of  the  a£lion  of 
arienic;  but,  I  know  to  a  certainty,  that  it 
is  not.  Aninverfion  of  the  intettinal  canal 
isalfo  frequently  feen.  Having  finifhed  the 
anatomical  inflection  of  tbofe  parts,  we 

next 
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next  proceed  chemically  to  examine  the 
contents  of  the  ftomach :  I  am  convinced 
that  many  erroneous  and  fatal  opinions 
have  been,  drawn  in  thofe  cafes  from  the 
molt  bungling  and  inaccurate  proceffes :  the 
moft  deciiive  methods  of  afcertaining  the 
exiltence  of  arfenic  in  the  contents,  is  by 
expofing  the  detached  fubftance  we  deem 
to  be  arfenic  to  the  effefts  of  fire,  when  an 
aliaceous  fmell  will  be  emitted;  to  make 
the  experiment  ufually  tried  on  copper, 
which  it  turns  white ;  or  to  precipitate  it 
by  a  preparation  of  fulphur.   If  we  but  for 
a  moment  confider  the  circumftances  that 
happen  previous  to  death,  the  inceirant 
vomitings,   conftant  dilution,  and  often 
fmall  quantity  of  the  poifbn  taken  in,  it 
will  not  be  furpriiing  that  it  fhould  elude 
all  chemical  investigation,  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  poifon  may  be  frequently 
ejefted  loon  after  it  has  been  received,  al- 
though its  deleterious  effe£ts  continue.  Be- 
sides, few  bodies  are  opened  until  twelve  or 
twenty-four  hours  after  death ;  and  at  thofe 
periods  very  important  changes  rapidly 
take  place;  fo  that  to  detach  arfenic  from 
all  adventitious  fu bft an ces  (under  thofe  cir- 
cumftances) is  more  to  be  wifhed  for  than 
expe&ed,  and  all  mineral  poifons,  as  to 
their  immediate  a&ion,  if  given  in  fuch 

quantity 
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quantity  as  to  produce  fudden  death,  are 
fimilar  in  their  effe&s  and  local  appear- 
ances. 

I  attended  two  healthy  men  that  were 
poifoned  by  drinking  claret  made  up  with 
fugar  of  lead — -a  frequent  practice  in  cor- 
relating four  wine;  they  both  died  in  the 
courfe  of  forty  eight  hours  after;  and  it 
was  impoffible,  either  from  the  fymptoms 
that  preceded  death,  or  the  appearances 
found  on  difleftion,  to  determine  wThat  kind 
of  mineral  poiibn  had  been  admmiftered* 

Vegetable  poifons,  particularly  the 
laurel,  maybe  ranked  among  the  moll  pow- 
erful ;  their  aftion  feems  more  immediately 
to  engage  the  nervous  fyllem,  than  locally 
to  affeft  the  llomach ;  therefore  con- 
vulfions,  ep'depfy,  apoplexy,  and  death, 
foon  fucceed:  nor  can  the  efFefts,  particu- 
larly of  the  laurel,  be  obferved,  oninipe£t- 

Ing  the  ftomach  and  alimentary  canal.  ■ 

Any  opinion  founded  on  the  fmell  of  the 
contents,  or  giving  them  to  a  dog  difguifed 
in  food,  I  confider  of  no  weight  in  deciding 
on  lb  important  a  queftion.  I  will  juft  re- 
mark, that  where  death  has  in  a  few  hours 
followed  the  adminiftration  of  poifon,  if 
mineral,  the  excitement  is  firlt  local •  foon 
after  the  nervous  fyllem  becomes  affefted  : 

if 
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if  vegetable,  the  nervous  fyftem  becomes  at 
once  engaged,  and  no  charaderiftic  local  ef- 
fect can  be  perceived  on  difledion.  In  either 
cafe  death  feems  to  me  to  be  more  immedi- 
ately produced  by  pain,  the  fatigue  of  vomit- 
ing, convulfions,  and,  in  fhort,  general  fym- 
pathy,  than  from  any  organic  injury. 

I  have  been  frequently  called  on  in  cafes 
of  death,  where  poiibn  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  given  ;  and  after  the  moll  accurate 
anatomical  inveftigation,  I  never  could  de- 
cide, the  appearances  were  fo  ambiguous* 
Should  this  appear  extraordinary,  it  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  in  all  cafes  of  fudden 
death,  (particularly  if  the  deceafed  was  of 
a  full  habit),  the  body  fwells,  and  fuddenly 
turns  putrid:  although  this  event  may  in  a 
fhorter  time  take  place,  and  in  a  moreexten- 
five  way,  where  poifon  has  been  adminis- 
tered; yet  this  is  a  matter  involved  in  fo 
much  doubt,  and  depends  fo  much  on  con- 
tingency ariflng  from  feafon,  fituation,  and 
various  other  circumftances,  as  to  render  it 
of  little  weight  in  deciding  on  fo  important  a 
point. 

Poisons  of  all  kinds  induce  fudden  pu- 
trefaction, and  fo  do  fpirits,  when  drank  to 
fuch  excefs  as  to  caufe  death.  I  remem- 
ber the  cafe  of  a  woman  accuftomed  to  drink 

D  fpirits 
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ipirils  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  be  almoft 
continually  drunk :  this  woman  was  found 
dead  in  her  room  ;  I  was  called  a  few  hours 
after;  fhjb  was  then  fo  putrid  that  I  fmelt 
her  from  below  flairs.  On  examining  the 
body,  it  was  horridly  inflated,  burfting  with 
putrefaction,  the  fcarf  {kin  peeled  off  with 
the  flight  eft  touch.  On  opening  the  ftomach, 
an  aliaceous  fmelL  or  that  of  garlic,  was  ex- 
tremal) perceptible;  this  convinced  a  gentle- 
man preTent,  that  arfenic  had  been  adminif- 
tered.  It  was  in  vain  1  informed  him  that 
arfenic,  unlefs  expofed  to  the  action  of  fire, 
was  inodorous  I  the  family  became  alarmed, 
doubt  and  terror  feized  them;  Providence 
directed  me  to  a  clofer  examination,  and  I 
found  a  box  of  afafcetida  pills  (which  fhe 
ufually  took  from  time  to  time)  in  the  win- 
dow. This  immediately  fo  ftruck  me,  that  I 
turned  out  the  contents  of  the  ftomach  into 
a  bafon,  and  found  a  pill  undiflblved.  1 
need  not  mention  from  what  impending  mi- 
fery  a  huioand  (who  was  the  perfon  fuf- 
pedted  of  having  poifoned  her)  was  faved. 

As  to  the  appearances  of  inflammation 
and  gangrene,  all  who  are  converfant  in  dif- 
fecTons,  know  that  they  indicate  the  com- 
mencement of  putrefaction  as  frequently  as 

the  effects  of  dileafe.  There  is  hardly  a 

ftomach  of  thofe  who  die  of  fhort  illnefs,  that 

does 
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does  not  prefent  fuffufed  fpots,  the  gaftric 
juice  often  ads  on  the  ftomach  as  a  folvent  af- 
ter death,  and  from  this  caufe  the  ftomach 
has  been  found  eroded  in  different  oarts,  as  if 
aded  on  by  fome  of  the  mineral  poifons,  which 
by  the  ignorant  may  be  taken  for  morbid  ap- 
pearances ;  I  therefore  am  decidedly  of  opini- 
on, that  unlefsarfenic  is  found  actually  in  the 
ftomach,  all  the  other  marks  of  its  having 
been  adminiftered,  are  extremelv  equivocal, 
and  Ihould  be  of  no  weight  in  determining  on 
a  point  of  fo  much  confequence,  and  where 
(fhould  any  miftake  arife)  the  accufed  perfon 
may  fuffer  an  ignominious  death. 

Juries  therefore  in  all  cafes  of  fufpeded 
poifon,  in  forming  their  opinion,  (hould  at- 
tend more  to  the  other  circumftances  that 
may  occur  in  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  than  to 
the  report  of  the  furgeon;  all  medical  opini- 
ons in  thofe  cafes  being  more  frequently 
founded  on  mere  conjedures,than  real  fads, 
are  little  to  be  relied  on. 

The  next  circumftance  in  which  the  opi- 
nion of  a  furgeon  is  ufually  demanded,  is, 
the  cafe  of  fuppofed  infanticide. 

I  honour  the  memory  of  the  late  Doctor 
Hunter,  for  a  paper  which  he  publi  ;ed  m 
the  fixth  volume  of  the  London  Medical  Ob- 
D  2  fervations5 
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fervations,  on  this  fubjed ;  it  is  replete  with 
anatomical  discrimination,  direded  to  the 
moft  humane  purpofes.  He  is  of  opinion 
(and  that  founded  on  long  experience  and 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  the 
fex,  in  the  moft  critical  and  trying  moments) 
that  infanticide  is  rarely  a  premeditated  ad. 
 In  fad,  w  omen  who  are  pregnant,  with- 
out daring  to  avow  their  fituation,  are  gene- 
rally poor,  deluded,  credulous  creatures, 
abandoned  by  the  objeds  of  their  affedion 
and  caufe  of  their  misfortune,  often  left  to 
ftruggle  with  negled,  poverty,  and  difeafe. 
Under  the  preflure  of  thofe  circumftances, 
they  retire  to  fome  folitary  place  when  in 
3abour,  and  abandon  themfelves,  in  defpair 
£0  the  event,  without  feeking  any  affiftance. 
Delivery  in  thofe  circumftances  is  frequently 
attended  with  haemorrhage  either  during  the 
time,  or  immediately  after;  the  placenta  is 
detached,  it  frequently  lies  half  in  the  vagina 
and  os  uteri,  for  want  of  affiftance;  a  deli- 
quiumis  frequently  induced,  from  terror  and 
lofs  of  blood  ;  and  when  the  unfortunate 
woman  recovers,  perhaps  {he  finds  the  child 
dead;  and  in  this  fituation,  furely  her  con* 
cealing  the  caufe  of  her  ihame  is  an  impulfe 
of  nature,  and  fhould  not  be  adduced  as  a 
proof  of  guilt :  Yet  this  very  circumftance 
(without  making  any  allowance  for  the  ftate 
of  mind  in  thofe  moments  of  terror  and  fhame) 
gives  rife  to  fufpicion,  and  often  leads  to  an 
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enquiry,  that  in  the  event,  has  configned 
many  an  innocent  woman  to  an  ignominious 
death.    If  the  appearances  of  poifon  are 
found  extremely  equivocal  on  difleclion, 
thofe  of  infanticide  are  ftill  more  fo;  no 
judgment  abftradted  from  evident  external 
injury,  ought  to  have  the  leaft  weight;  the 
fuffufed  and  bloated  look  of  a  child  in  thofe 
cafes,  is  rather  chara&erifticof  its  being  ftill- 
born,  particularly  if  occurring  after  a  tedious 
or  difficult  labour. — The  experiments  gene- 
rally tried  on  thofe  occafions,  in  order  to  af- 
certain  whether  the  child  was  born  alive  or 
not,  are  all  made  on  the  lungs:  it  is  con- 
cluded, if  they  float  on  being  thrown  into 
water,  that  the  child  came  into  the  world 
alive  ;  if  they  fink,  that  it  was  born  dead  : 
no  appearances  are  lefs  to  be  relied  on.  Pu- 
trefaction will  occafion  the  lungs  to  be  fpe- 
cifically  lighter  than  water,  and  caufe  them 
to  fwim  on    the  furface   although  they 
never  had  been  inflated,  and  by  inflammati- 
on they  may  become  denfe,  and  fink  to 
the  bottom,  although  the  child  had  breathed; 
befides,  the  child  may  have  partially  or  juft 

breathed,  and  expired  on  being  born.  In 

fhort,  all  fuch  appearances  fo  much  depend 
on  a  variety  of  contingent  circumftances,  as 
render  them  of  little  importance  in  determin- 
ing in  c&fes  of  fufpected  infanticide. 

Having 
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Haying  anatomically  infpeded  the  body, 
the  young  furgeon  mould  retire,  and  recon- 

fider  the  cafe  before  he  makes  his  report : 
his  chara&er  is  at  ftake,  as  well  as  the  ac- 
cufed  perfon's  life;  both,  by  imprudence, 
may  be  irretrievably  loft.  In  d  elivering  his 
opinion,  or  explaining  the  caufe  of  death, 
the  furgeon's  narrative  fhould  be  fimple  and 
candid  ;  let  him  ufe  as  few  technical  terms 
as  poffible,  both  for  the  better  information 
of  the  jury,  and  to  avoid  giving  a  lawyer 
an  opportunity  of  embarraffing  him. 

As,  abftrafted  from  wounds,  fra&ures, 
and  other  external  injuries,  the  caufes  of 
death  are  generally  equivocal;  wherever 
the  furgeon  cannot  afcertain  them  beyond 
the  poffibility  of  a  doubt,  he  fhould  decide 
in  favour  of  the  aecufed  :  better  ninety  and 
nine  guilty  fhould  efcape  punifhment  than 
one  innocent  perfon  luffer. 

The  remaining  points  to  be  confidered 
are  the  manner  of  making  reports,  and  the 
attendance  on  inquefls. 

No  people  fuffer  more  from  malicious 
profecutions  than  thofe  of  the  lower  order 
in  Ireland:  every  difpute  is  with  them 
generally  terminated  fujlibus  et  gladiis  ;  and 


[    *3  j 


he  who  has  got  the  worft  of  the  battle, 
£wears  againft  the  viftorious  party:  two 
motives  feem  principally  to  induce  them  lb 
uniformly  to  have  recourfe  to  law  for  re- 
drefs ;  the  firft  is  refentment,  the  next 
money;  and  in  the  purfuit  of  both,  it  is 
impoffible  to  defcribe  the  flagrant  inftances 
of  perjury  every  day  exhibited  in  our  Crown 

Offices.  1  never  attended  a  trial  of  this 

kind  that  I  was  not  ftiocked  at  the  contra- 
difitory  affertions  of  both  parties,  many  of 
which  I  knew,  at  the  inftant,  to  have  no 
foundation  in  truth :  the  witneffes  are  gene- 
rally tutored  for  the  evident  purpofe  of  per- 
jury previous  to  the  trial,  and.,  in  the  com- 
mon language,  are  ready  to  fwear  any  thing 
that  may  be  deemed  conducive  to  gaining 
their  fuit.  The  mode  of  prolecution  is 
limply  as  follows: — When  a  man  has  re-? 
ceived  a  wound,  or  any  other  injury,  he 
immediately  goes  to  a  magiftrate  and  lod  ges 
examinations  againft  the  perfon  from  whom 
he  received  it,  and  fwears  he  is  under  the 
care  of  a  furgeon,  and  his  life  is  in  danger; 
the  magiftrate  grants  a  warrant  for  appre- 
hending the  offending  party,  and,  if  taken, 
he  is  immediately  committed  to  goal.— 
Now,  all  this  is  generally  done  without 
much  enquiry  whether  the  allegations  are 
well-founded  or  not. 


To 
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i  o  be  committed  to  goal  is,  in  itfelf,  I 
conceive,  a  very  great  punifhinent,  and  I 
am  convinced  has  been  the  means  of  corrupt- 
ing many  an  innocent  man ;  for  fhame  and 
character,  thole  barriers  againit  vice,  are 
at  once  loft :  the  accufed  mult  lie  in  prifon 
until  bailed  out,  on  the  furgeon's  report 
of  the  perfon  injured  being  out  of  danger. 
How  many  honeft  innocent  men  have  I 
known  ruined  before  this  report  was  ob- 
tained, their  families  in  fupporting  them 
in  prifon,  reduced  to  beggary,  and  them- 
felves,  by  wicked  alfociation,  the  effects 
of  defpair,  the  lofs  of  character,  become 
drunken,  idle,  and  profligate  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives. 

There  is  hardly  a  man  in  foeiety  that 
may  not  innocently  become  the  unfortu- 
nate viftim  of  a  malicious  profecution.  To 
convince  the  molt  incredulous,  and  to  fliew 
to  what  extent  fuch  things  are  fo  me  times 
carried,  I  will,  out  of  many  inltances,  pro- 
duce one. 

A  clergyman  of  the  eftablifhed  church 
hearing  his  wife  and  fervant-maid  difput- 
ing  in  the  kitchen  about  fome  trivial  mat- 
ter, went  down  and  only  interfered  fo  far 
as  to  repel  fbme  rudenefs  offered  by  the  girl 
to  her  millrefs,  by  pufhing  the  fervantone 
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tide.  She  either  accidentally,  or  on  purpole, 
fell  againft  the  dreffer,  and  received  a  flight 
eon  tu  lion  over  the  eye,  of  no  fort  of  confe- 
quence;  fhe  immediately  went  up  flairs, 
ftood  at  the  ftreet  door,  told  the  people 
palling  by  fhe  had  been  almoft  murdered  by 
her  mailer  ;  and  to  confirm  this  affertion,  ftie 
immediately  dropped  into  an  apparently 
ftrong  epileptic  fit.  She  was  then  carried  as 
one  expiring  to  an  holpital,  and  without  far- 
ther inquiry  the  unfortunate  clergyman  and 
his  wife,  were  both  dragged  to  Newgate. 
The  indignation  of  the  populace  was  at  fuch 
an  height,  that  the  windows  of  his  houfe 
were  broken,  and  the  furniture  thrown  out 
into  the  ftreet.    In  the  evening  the  account 
of  this  dreadful  murder  was  cried  about  the 
llreets  by  the  news-hawkers.    The  next 
day  this  woman  was  removed  out  of  the 
holpital  to  private  lodgings,  where  flie 
continued  to  be  attended  by  fome  of  the 
faculty  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  during 
which  time  Ihe  never  could  be  got  to  Ihew 
the  leaft  ligns  of  fenfe  or  recolle&ion,  but 
ieemed  to  be  (particularly  when  examined) 
violently  agitated  and  convulfed.    I  was 
at  this  time  called  into  conliiltation,  and  on 
Examining  her  rather  unexpectedly,  I  was 
at  once  convinced  fhe  laboured  under  no 
teal  complaint,  and  that  fhe  was  a  vile  im- 

E  poftor : 
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poftor:  There  are  two  objects  a  medical 
man  fliould  have  in  view  in  thofe  inquiries 
— to  alarm  the  party  by  fear  of  operation, 
or  to  roufe  them  into  fudden  paffion  by 
abufe  :  I  took  the  latter  method,  and  with 
fome  harfh  expreffions  told  her,  I  would 
inftantly  fend  her  to  Channel-row;  fhe,  as 
one  eleftrified  bounced  up,  and  fwore  I  dare 
not:  My  bufinefs  was  now  effected;  I  im- 
mediately went  to  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Brad- 
ftreet,  related  the  whole  tranfa&ion,  and 
had  the  clergyman  and  his  wife  liberated. 
On  coming  back  I  called  to  lee  in  what 
iituation  my  patient  was,  but  fhe,  as  fbon 
as  I  had  left  the  houfe,  put  on  her  clothes, 
and  decamped  without  leave.  -It  is  need- 
left  to  comment  on  this  cafe;  I  wTill  only 
add,  that  the  terror  and  fhame,  of  being 
fb  publickly  expofed,  made  fuch  imprefiion 
on  this  poor  man's  mind,  as  brought  his 
life  into  the  moft  imminent  danger;  and  the 
expences  attending  his  confinement,  &c. 
i  unrounded  as  he  was  with  a  large  family, 
confiderably  injured  his  circumftances. 

In  order  to  obviate  thofe  abufes  in  our 
medical  jurifprudence,  magistrates  fliould 
not  grant  a  warrant  for  committing  a  man 
to  goal  on  the  mere  oath  of  the  injured 
perlon,  and  unlefs  the  attending  furgeon 
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certifies  his  life  to  be  in  danger.    When  a 
perfbn  is  once  committed  to  goal  for  an 
offence  of  this  nature,  without  a  furgeon's 
report,  that  the  injured  party  is  not  in  dan- 
ger of  his  life,  he  cannot  be  adn  itted  to 
bail.    Formerly  giving  certificates  of  this 
kind  formed  a  very  lucrative  part  of  the 
prafitice  of  fiirgeons,  for  they  often,  in  thole 
cafes,  with-held  making  any  report  until 
paid  their  demand  for  their  whole  attend- 
ance.   I  have  known  thirty,  forty,  nay 
eighty  guineas,  given,  before  a  report  could 
be  obtained.    In  fhort,  if  the  accufed  was 
rich,  or  if  they  thought  they  could  get 
much  money,  all  parties  muft  be  fatisfied 
before  a  report  would  be  thought  of. — It  is 
impoffible  to  conceive  the  diftrefs  that  this 
iniquitous  pra6tice  has  reduced  whole  fa- 
milies to.  I  have  known  the  poorer  people 
in  fuch  circumttances,  fell  or  pawn  every 
neceffary  they  poffeffed,  in  order  to  get  as 
much  money  as  would  fatisfy  the  furgeon, 
who  was  generally  the  principal  objefit,  and 
releafe  perhaps  a  hufband  or  brother  from 
prifbn.    During  this  negociation,  it  was  al- 
ways thought  neceffary  thai  the  injured 
perfons  fhould  keep  in  bed,  and  appear ex- 
tremelyill;  and  they  were  generally  fo  well 
inltrufted,  and  fuch  good  aftors,  that  it  re- 
quired no  fmall  fhare  of  difcrirnination  to 
detefl  them,  for  they  would  fuffer  even  fe- 
E  %  vere 
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vere  operations,  or  any  thing  that  was 
thought  neceffary  to  the  carrying  on  the 
deception.  I  have  in  many  of  thofe  cafes 
unexpefiledly  vifited  a  fellow  and  found 
him  eating  heartily  of  beef-fteaks,  who 
perhaps  two  hours  before  appeared  with 
all  the  fymptoms  of  a  fra&ured  Ikull.  Out 
of  many  inftances  I  will  produce  one  : — A 
man  deemed  to  be  rich,gave  another  a  blow 
with  a  ftick  on  the  head,  and  cut  him:  he 
was  the  next  day  fworn  againft,  and  lodg- 
ed in  goal;  the  man  was  attended  by  a 
furgeon  long  fmce  dead  :  another  was  call- 
ed :  no  report  could  be  made,  as  no  terms 
were  offered  by  the  man  in  goal, that  would 
be  accepted.  Days  and  weeks  palled  in  this 
kind  of  negociation  j  for  although  the  man 
was  wealthy,  he  wTas  tenacious  :  At  length 
a  third  furgeon  was  called  ;  he  found  that 
the  man  had  originally  but  a  flight  cut: 
but  that  it  had  been  thought  necelfary  (on 
account  of  irregular  fhiverings  which  the 
man  faid  he  had)  to  fcalp  him :  (an  opera- 
tion as  then  performed  attended  with  the 
moll  exquifite  pain,  and  by  which  thefkull 
was  laid  bare  to  near  the  breadth  of  half  a 
crown.)  Ko  other  dargercus  circumftance 
appearing,  the  coniulted  furgeon,  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  impofition,  in  order  to  terrify 
the  man  propofed  that  he  fhould  be  imme- 
diately tfepgfced  ;  the  patient  enquired  the 
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nature  of  that  operation ;  the  other  coolly 
replied,  it  was  only  to  bore  a  hole  through 
his  fkull  with  an  inftrument  much  like  a 
large  augre.  This  was  going  too  far; — 
terms  were  immediately  propofed,and  accept- 
ed :  the  fhiverings  ceafed,  and  the  man  in 
goal  (after  a  confinement  of  fix  weeks)  was 
releafed,  at  the  expence  of  near  five  hundred 
pounds. 

The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  early  faw 
thofe  flagrant  abufes,  and  have  done  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  counteract  them ;  for 
by  one  of  their  by-laws,  no  member  of  the 
college  can  demand  more  than  two  guineas 
for  a  report  to  a  magiftrate ;  and  fhould  he 
be  convi£ted  of  making  a  falfe  and  corrupt 
one,  he  is  publickly  expelled  the  college. 

The  only  point  that  remains  for  confi- 
deration,  is,  the  attendance  on  inquefts. 
This  has  always  been  deemed  a  profeflional 
duty  which  furgeons  owe  to  public  juftice; 
and  undoubtedly,  in  mod  cafes,  it  really  is 
fo  :  however,  public  motives  alone  will  fel- 
dom  induce  men  to  a£t  contrary  to  their  pri- 
vate interests.  To  attend  aninqueft  is,  to 

the  furgeon,  unprofitable,  the  lofs  of  time 
highly  inconvenient,  and  in  the  event  may 
be  yi<  dudtive  of  very  difagreeable  confe- 
quenccs;,  for  he  is  bound  to  appear  at  the 
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trial,  w  hence,  fhould  he  be  abfent,  even  on 
the  mod  preffing  profeflional  occafion,  he 
may  be  heavily  fined. — Thofe  are  very  ftrong 
motives  for  furgeons  to  endeavour,  as  much 
as  poffible,  to  avoid  being  engaged  on  fuch 
occafions.    I  was  myfelf  fined  fifty  pounds 
by  the  late  Judge  Robinfon,  although  he  had 
been  previoufly  informed  that  I  had  onlyjuft 
quitted  the  court,  on  being  fent  for  to  a  man 
whofe  thi^h  I  had  amputated  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  who  was  faid  to  have  had  a  bleeding 
from  the  flump:  to  this  excufe  the  judge 
paid  not  the  leaft  attention,  as,  I  believe,  he 
fuppofed  it  to  be  ill-founded  ;  foimpofed  the 
fine.  It  is  true,  I  got  it  taken  off  next  day. 
But  there  is  fomethingextremely  humiliating 
and  vexatious  in  the  various  applications  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  made  on  thofe  occafions. 

A  surgeon  not  long  fince  had  a  keeper 
put  on  his  houfe,  in  confequence  of  a  green- 
wax  procefs,  for  non-attendance,  although 
he  had  not  been  half  an  hour  abfent  from 
court  ;  but  unfortunately  the  trial  com- 
menced in  the  interim.  This  cafe  was  ex- 
tremely diftrelfing,  for  he  was  a  man  fur- 
rounded  with  a  fmall  family,  and  could  not 
poffibly  command  half  the  fum.  The  confe- 
quence was,  the  keeper  remained  onhis  houfe 
for  eight  weeks,  as  the  judge  who  impofed 
the  fine  was  abfent  on  circuit,  and  nothing 

could 
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could  be  done  in  the  affair  until  he  came 
back.  So  after  fuffering  this  difgrace*  and 
being  at  more  than  ten  pounds  expence,  at 
length  the  fine  was  remitted. 

When  thbfe  different  circumftances  are 
duly  confidered,  no  refle&ion  can  juftly  fall 
on  gentlemen  of  the  profeffion,  for  endea- 
vouring to  avoid  an  attendance  that  muft  fo 
materially  interfere  with  their  other  duties. 
However  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely neceffary  that  inquefls  fhould  be 
properly  attended.,  and  that  the  worft  confe- 
quences  may  arife,  and  frequently  do,  from 
the  want  of  a  good  anatomift  and  experienced 
furgeon  to  affift  on  thofe  occafions.  It  is 
abfolutely  fhameful  that,  in  cafes  where  life 
and  death  are  at  iffue,  the  jury,  in  the  more 
important  point  of  the  trial,  fhould  have  no 
better  direction  to  form  their  opinion  by, 
than  (perhaps)  the  evidence  of  an  appren- 
tice, fo  that  juftice  may  be  evaded,  or  inno- 
cence condemned. 

The  bufinefs  of  attending  inquefls  fhould  • 
be  therefore  made  a  diftind  appointment,  or 
annexed  to  fome  of  the  prefent  profeflional 
eftablifhments :  fo  that  in  all  cafes  of  fup- 
pofed  murder,  the  infpedion  of  a  good  ana- 
tomift and  experienced  furgeon,  may  nd  • 
longer  be  a  matter  of  mere  contingency. 

Before 
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Before  I  conclude  thofe  general  remarks, 
I  requeft  the  reader  will  confider  that  it  ne- 
ver was  my  intention  to  go  much  into  detail. 
The  fubjedi  undoubtedly  is  important,  and 
required  more  time  and  attention  than  I  was 
able  to  give  it ;  but,  if  what  I  have  advanced, 
will  lead  to  any  ufeful  enquiry,  or  be  the 
means  of  detecting  ignorance  or  defeating 
malice,  my  views  arc  fully  completed, 


FINIS, 


